
 

Chinese cultural theme park planned for Warnervale 

 

 

IT’S got a treasure ship and thanksgiving temple, a distinctive name and even a 

‘‘panda paradise’’. 

Wyong mayor Doug Eaton and Australian China Theme Park Pty Ltd chairman Bruce 

Zhong announced details of the ‘‘Chappypie China Time’’ theme park on a 15-

hectare site at Warnervale that Mr Eaton said would ‘‘blow people away’’. 

The 12 stages will include a Forbidden City, Chinese gourmet area, ‘‘Spring Festival’’ 

square, a thanksgiving temple of three buildings and statues of the “white-robed 

Guanyin” and “thousand-hand Guanyin”, a river with dragon boats, landscaped 

garden and a ‘‘giant ship’’ that ‘‘celebrated Australia and China’s shared maritime 

history’’. 

The theme park, which aims to ‘‘integrate Chinese culture, nature and spirit’’, is due 

to open in stages from 2016. 

 



Mr Eaton said he was very excited by the project which the council hoped would 

provide a focus, along with a proposed Wyong regional airport, to attract significant 

investment and jobs to the north of the shire. 

“The developers have long been telling us that this theme park will be up there with 

the Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge in terms of tourist attractions and I’ve 

got to hand it to them, it’s absolutely in that category,” Mr Eaton said. 

He expected the company to lodge its formal development application for the first 

stage of the project, the thanksgiving temple, in the next few weeks to allow public 

comment. The council could consider the application before the end of the year. 

Revised plans allowing for rides meant the project was ‘‘probably more acceptable 

now to the public than it was before because it’s broadened in scope to appeal to 

more people’’. 

EARLIER REPORT:  

THE backers of a $500 million Chinese cultural theme park proposed for a site near 

Wyong say they are close to lodging a development application. 

On Monday they released a new video animation showing their plans for the 15-

hectare site at Warnervale. 

An application to build the first stage of the park is expected to be lodged within 

weeks, but the plans revealed on Monday show it will include a ‘Thanksgiving 

Temple’ which comprises three main buildings and statues. 

The broader plan comprises 12 individual areas including a meridian gate, treasure 

ship, arts and crafts workshop and even a ‘panda paradise’ themed area. 

“It is incredibly exciting to get to the stage of lodging a development application 

and to see the sheer scale of the project,” Wyong mayor Doug Eaton said. 

“I’ve truly never seen anything like this before – it’s going to blow people away when 

they watch the video and get a sense of how big and imaginative this concept 

really is and what it can do in terms of tourism for our shire. 

“The developers have long been telling us that this theme park will be up there with 

the Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge in terms of tourist attractions and I’ve 

got to hand it to them – it’s absolutely in that category.’’ 



To be called Chappypie China Time, the proponent Australia-China Theme Park Pty 

Ltd says its aim is to integrate Chinese culture, nature and spirit into the ambitious 

project. They hope to open the park’s first stage in 2016. 

Wyong council sold the company the land, adjacent to Warnervale airport, in 2012 

for $10 million. 

“The mayor of Wyong Shire Council was willing to back us when no one else would,” 

company CEO Bruce Zhong said. 

“The mayor understands Chinese culture and the need for local government 

involvement in terms of attracting Chinese investment and now the results are in for 

everyone to see.” 

Theme park origins in 2010 

PLANS for a Chinese theme park at Warnervale started with a letter to Wyong Shire 

Council in August 2010. 

The Australia China Cultural Foundation Inc sought a meeting with Wyong mayor 

Doug Eaton to discuss a Chinese museum. At a meeting between Mr Eaton and the 

foundation it revealed it wanted to spend $500 million on the project, councillors 

were told. 

The council identified 15 hectares of industrial land west of Warnervale airport that it 

had bought in 1977 for $30,000. It offered to sell the land for $10 million. 

In March 2011 the council resolved to enter into a co-operation agreement with the 

company to allow the project to progress, despite advising it was unlikely to be 

‘‘actively involved’’. 

In August 2011 Mr Eaton and foundation chairman Bruce Zhong signed the 

agreement, and consultancy firm Cardno was engaged to undertake a desktop 

review of environment, engineering and planning constraints. 

The Australia China Cultural Foundation Inc changed to the Australian China Theme 

Park after a number of the foundation directors resigned. In June 2012 Wyong 

Council rejected an ‘‘unacceptable’’ purchase offer from the theme park. In 

October 2012 the council rejected a second purchase offer because its conditions 

‘‘imposed inappropriate risk and obligations on council’’. 



Council agreed to the sale in November 2012. In June 2013 Mr Eaton led a nine-day 

delegation to China where he addressed a meeting of 200 Chinese business people 

about investing in Australia. The meeting included representatives from Austrade 

and NSW Trade and Investment.  

 

 

 


